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AT  C A M P  A N D  J A PA N  FA I R ,  I  W A S  D E E P LY  M O V E D  T O  S E E  S O  M A N Y  C H R I S T I A N S  J O Y F U L LY  S E R V I N G  O T H E R S  B Y
P U T T I N G  T H E I R  G I F T S  T O  U S E .  T H E  W A Y  S O  M A N Y  P E O P L E  C A M E  T O G E T H E R — L E D  B Y  PA S T O R  K A S H I W A G U R A  A N D  H I S
W I F E — T O  P R E PA R E  F O R  T H E  E V E N T S  W A S  T R U LY  A  R E F L E C T I O N  O F  T H E  B O D Y  O F  C H R I S T.
D U R I N G  T H E  C A M P,  I  S P E N T  T I M E  W I T H  T H E  C H I L D R E N  I N  S M A L L  G R O U P S ,  A N D  W E  B E C A M E  S O  C L O S E  T H AT  T H E Y
W O U L D  O F T E N  C A L L  O U T  T O  M E ,  “ L E T ’ S  P L A Y !”  I N  A D D I T I O N ,  O N E  PA R E N T  E V E N  A S K E D  M E ,  “ W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T O  B E
A  T E A C H E R  AT  O U R  K I N D E R G A R T E N ? ”  I  W A S  G R AT E F U L  T H AT  I  W A S  A B L E  T O  U S E  T H E  G I F T  O F  C H I L D C A R E — W H I C H
G O D  H A S  G I V E N  M E — R I G H T  H E R E  I N  T H I S  P L A C E .
W H AT  S TA Y E D  W I T H  M E  M O S T  W E R E  T H E  W O R D S  F R O M  A  N O N - B E L I E V I N G  M O T H E R .
“ T H A N K S  T O  Y O U  W AT C H I N G  O V E R  T H E  C H I L D R E N ,  I  W A S  A B L E  T O  L I S T E N  T O  T H E  B I B L E  S T O R Y  A N D  PA R T I C I PAT E  I N
T H E  D I S C U S S I O N  W I T H  P E A C E  O F  M I N D .  T H A N K  Y O U  S O  M U C H .”  S H E  E X P R E S S E D  H E R  G R AT I T U D E  I N  T H I S  W A Y  A N D
T H O U G H T F U L LY  A S K E D ,  “ S I N C E  Y O U  C A M E  A L L  T H E  W A Y  F R O M  J A PA N ,  M I H O ,  D I D N ’ T  Y O U  A C T U A L LY  W A N T  T O  L E A R N
Y O U R S E L F ? ”
I  R E P L I E D ,  “ T H E  G R E AT E S T  J O Y  F O R  M E  I S  B E I N G  A B L E  T O  H E L P  T H E S E  M O T H E R S  H E A R  G O D ’ S  W O R D  A N D  D R A W
C L O S E R  T O  S A LV AT I O N .”  I  W A S  T R U LY  G R AT E F U L  T H AT,  T H R O U G H  T H E  G I F T  G O D  H A D  G I V E N  M E ,  I  W A S  A B L E  T O  B E  O F
S E R V I C E  I N  S H A R I N G  T H E  G O S P E L .
AT  T H E  J A PA N  FA I R ’ S  K I D S ’  A C T I V I T I E S ,  T H E R E  W A S  A  PA R E N T  A N D  C H I L D  W H O  W E R E  H E S I TA N T  T O  L E A V E  T H E I R
Y O U N G  C H I L D — W H O  H A D  N E V E R  B E E N  S E PA R AT E D  F R O M  T H E I R  M O T H E R  B E F O R E — I N  O U R  C A R E .  H O W E V E R ,  G O D  U S E D
M Y  E X P E R I E N C E  A S  A  F O R M E R  C H I L D C A R E  W O R K E R ,  A N D  W H E N  I  E X P L A I N E D  T H I S  T O  T H E M ,  T H E Y  H A P P I LY
E N T R U S T E D  T H E I R  C H I L D  T O  U S .  T H E  C H I L D  D I D N ’ T  C R Y  AT  A L L  A N D  S P E N T  T H E  T I M E  E N G R O S S E D  I N  S T O R Y T I M E  A N D
S T I C K E R  A C T I V I T I E S .
G O D  A L S O  B E S T O W E D  A  G R E AT  B L E S S I N G  U P O N  M E  P E R S O N A L LY.
B E F O R E  PA R T I C I PAT I N G  I N  C A M P  A N D  J A PA N FA I R ,  W H I L E  T R A V E L I N G  F R O M  L O S  A N G E L E S  T O  S A N  D I E G O ,  I  F O U N D
M Y S E L F  AT  A  S TAT I O N  T H AT  W A S  C L O S E D  W I T H  N O  S TA F F  I N  S I G H T.  J U S T  A S  I  W A S  F E E L I N G  L O S T  A N D  P R A Y I N G ,  A
C H R I S T I A N  W O M A N  A P P E A R E D .  N O T  K N O W I N G  H O W  T O  B U Y  A  T I C K E T,  S H E  U S E D  H E R  O W N  C R E D I T  C A R D  T O
P U R C H A S E  M Y  A M T R A K  T I C K E T  F O R  M E .  W H E N  I  T R I E D  T O  PA Y  H E R  B A C K ,  S H E  R E F U S E D ,  S A Y I N G  W I T H  A  S M I L E ,  “ I T ’ S
O K !  Y O U  A R E  M Y  B L E S S I N G  T O D A Y,”  S H E  S A I D  W I T H  A  S M I L E .  I  E X P E R I E N C E D  F I R S T H A N D  T H AT  G O D  I S  T H E  O N E  W H O
P R O V I D E S  T H E  R I G H T  P E R S O N  AT  T H E  R I G H T  T I M E .
D U R I N G  T H I S  M I S S I O N  T R I P,  I  R E C E I V E D  B O U N D L E S S  L O V E  A N D  K I N D N E S S  F R O M  M A N Y  PA S T O R S  A N D  T H E I R
FA M I L I E S ,  A S  W E L L  A S  F R O M  M Y  C H R I S T I A N  B R O T H E R S  A N D  S I S T E R S ,  A N D  T H R O U G H  E A C H  A N D  E V E R Y  O N E  O F  T H E S E
A C T S ,  I  F E LT  G O D ’ S  G R E AT  L O V E .
W H E N  L I V I N G  I N  J A PA N ,  I T ’ S  E A S Y  T O  F I N D  Y O U R  H E A R T  D R I F T I N G  T O W A R D  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  V A L U E S  B E F O R E  Y O U  E V E N
R E A L I Z E  I T.  H O W E V E R ,  T H R O U G H  T H I S  M I S S I O N  T R I P,  I  W A S  R E M I N D E D  O N C E  A G A I N  T H AT  G O D ’ S  L O V E  I S  W I D E R
T H A N  T H E  S K Y  A N D  D E E P E R  T H A N  T H E  O C E A N .   M I H O  N A R I TA

WHO COMFORTS US IN ALL OUR AFFLICTION, SO THAT WE MAY BE ABLE TO COMFORT THOSE
WHO ARE IN ANY AFFLICTION, WITH THE COMFORT WITH WHICH WE OURSELVES ARE
COMFORTED BY GOD.   2 CORINTHIANS 1:4



JAPAN FAIR 2026
For this year’s JAPAN FAIR, we learned from last
year’s experience and decided to hold a three-day,
two-night camp beforehand to ensure the
evangelistic event wouldn’t end as a one-off event!
However, since this was the first time for our family
—and for our church—to hold a camp in the U.S., it
was a major challenge.
On the other hand, both my wife and I had attended
numerous camps since our single days, so the
concept of a camp wasn’t entirely unfamiliar to us.
So, while we had almost no anxiety about the camp
itself, we were concerned about holding it in a new
location and about the responsibility of leading a
group of about 60 people, including non-believers.
To begin with, the reason we decided to hold the
camp was—as I mentioned at the beginning—that
we felt it was absolutely necessary to deepen
relationships and build trust so that the
evangelistic event wouldn’t end as a one-off event.
A camp is truly the best opportunity for that! In
fact, a strong sense of unity emerged through the
Camp, and we could see the rich fruit of Christ’s
love everywhere. It was wonderful!
Also, continuing from last year, Bethany Church
from Long Beach and a short-term mission team
from Japan came to join us, and everyone served
wholeheartedly right up until the very end. What’s
more, they all served with joy. Furthermore, this
year a short-term mission team also came from
Desert Springs Community Church in Arizona, and
they, too, served with heartfelt joy and great
enthusiasm. Without all of these people,

 we could never have held either Camp or
JAPANFAIR on our own. We are truly
grateful from the bottom of our hearts.We
must also not forget the church members,
Christian friends, and the many intercessors
who worked tirelessly behind the scenes for
JAPANFAIR, even though they did not
participate in Camp.
In many of his letters, Paul writes, “Give my
regards to so-and-so,” but in one he notes,
“These two (Priscilla and Aquila) risked
their own lives to save mine…” Because his
ministry was never a solo effort—but rather
one supported by many people—he was
always filled with gratitude. I am also
deeply grateful to Pastor Waters and
Brother Noah, who served as my
interpreters even when they were tired.
At the Camp, there were about 30 non-
believers among the participants, and at
JAPANFAIR, there were about 45. Please
pray earnestly that souls among them may
be saved. With heartfelt gratitude.  
                                         Hideyoshi Kashiwagura

 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. 

The brothers who are with me greet
you.                                   Philippians 4:21
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